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UL 1Tt uc-
portment’'— My dear child, this is the least that the newspapers
would say of the charming Bianca: I who feel all the agreeableness
of your manner, must say a great deal more, or should say a great
deal more, but I can only commend the picture enough, not you.
The head is painted equal to Titian, and though done, I suppose,
after the clock had struck five and thirty, yet she retains a great
share of beauty. I have bespoken a frame for her, with the grand
ducal coronet at top, her story on a label at bottom, which Gray is
to compose! in Latin as short and expressive as Tacitus (one is lucky
when one can bespeak and have executed such an inscription!) the
Medici arms on one side, and the Capello’s on the other. I must tell
you a critical discovery of mine & propos: in an old book of Venetian
arms,? there are two coats of Capello, who from their name bear a
hat, on one of them is added a flower-de-luce on a blue ball, which
I am persuaded was given to the family by the Great Duke, in con-
sideration of this alliance; the Medicis you know bore such a badge
at the top of their own arms; this discovery I made by a talisman,
which Mr Chute calls the sortes Walpoliane, by which I find every-
thing I want & point nommé wherever I dip for it. This discovery
indeed is almost of that kind which I call serendipity, a very expres-
sive word, which as I have nothing better to tell you, I shall en-
deavour to explain to you: you will understand it better by the
derivation than by the definition. I once read a silly fairy tale, called
The Three Princes of Serendip:3 as their highnesses travelled, they

1. Gray sent it to HW, 15 Feb. 1754
(GRAY ii. 67-8). An English translation is
given in the ‘Des. of SH,” Works ii. 469,
and in the SH sale catalogue xx. ge2.
Both say that the translation and not
Gray’s Latin was on the cartouche.

2. Le arme overo isegne di tutti li
nobili . . . di Venetia, Venice, 1578. HW’s
copy, sold SH iii. 204, is now wst. The

arms have been crudely coloured by hand.
On the 12th page are two coats-of-arms for
the Cappello family; in the one mis-spelled
‘Caepllo’ there is a small gold fleur-de-lis
on the blue bell of the crest, opposite
which HW has pencilled a cross. The
book is Hazen, Cat. of HW’S Lib., No.
2051.

3. Ceylon. HW read the fairy tale in
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were always making discoveries, by accidents and sagacity, of things
which they were not in quest of: for instance, one of them dis-
covered that a mule+ blind of the right eye had travelled the same
road lately, because the grass was eaten only on the left side, where
it was worse than on the right—now do you understand serendipity?
One of the most remarkable instances of this accidental sagacity (for
you must observe that no discovery of a thing you are looking for,
comes under this description) was of my Lord Shaftsbury,s who hap-
pening to dine at Lord Chancellor Clarendon’s,® found out the mar-
riage of the Duke of York and Mrs Hyde,” by the respect with which
her mother® treated her at table. I will send you the inscription in
my next letter; you see I endeavour to grace your present as it
deserves.

Your brother would have me say something of my opinion about
your idea of taking the name of Guise;* but he has written so fully,
that I can only assure you in addition, that I am stronger even than
he is against it, and cannot allow of your reasoning on families, be-
cause however families may be prejudiced about them, and however
foreigners (I mean great foreigners) here may have those prejudices
too, yet they never operate here, where there is any one reason to
counterbalance them. A minister who has the least disposition to
promote a creature of his, and to set aside a Talbot or a Nevil, will
at one breath puff away a genealogy that would reach from hence
to Herenhausen. I know a great foreigner who always says that my
Tord Nenhioch is the hest oentleman in Fnoland hecance he ic
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May the serendipity be with you!



