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[One function that may be served by involvement in volunteer service centers on the
opportunities that volunteerism provides for individuals to express values related to altruistic

and humanitarian concerns for others. | * (Clary et al.,1998, p.1517)
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[A second function potentially served by volunteering involves the opportunity for

13 Clary, E.G., Snyder, M., Ridge, R.D., Copeland, J., Stukas, A.A., Haugen, J., & Miene, P. (1998) . Understanding
and assessing the motivations of Volunteers: A functional approach. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology,
74, 1516—1530.
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volunteerism to permit new learning experiences and the chance to exercise knowledge,

skills, and abilities that might otherwise go unpracticed.| (Clary et al., 1998, p.1518)
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A third function that may be served by volunteering reflects motivations concerning
relationships with others. Volunteering may offer opportunities to be with one's friends or to

engage in an activity viewed favorably by important others.] (Clary et al., 1998, p.1518)
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['A fourth function that may be served by volunteering is concerned with career-related
benefits that may be obtained from participation in volunteer work. (Volunteering is a
means of preparing for a new career or of maintaining career-relevant skills.) ] (Clary et
al.,1998, p.1518)
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[A fifth function traces its roots to functional theorizing's traditional concerns with

motivations involving processes associated with the functioning of the ego. In the case of

volunteerism, may serve to reduce guilt over being more fortunate than others and to

address one's own personal problems. | (Clary et al.,1998, p.1518)
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[ Some respondents report that they volunteer for reasons of personal development or to
obtain satisfactions related to personal growth and self-esteem. Thus, in contrast to the
protective function's concern with eliminating negative aspects surrounding the ego, the
enhancement function involves a motivational process that centers on the ego's growth and

development and involves positive strivings of the ego.] (Clary et al., 1998, p.1518)
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