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Problems of Migrant Couples Who Intend to Return to Their
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The purpose of this paper is to depict the conflicts of couples living in
the Tokyo metropolitan area who plan to return to their hometowns in the
future. I analyzed the case of a couple originally from Aomori Prefecture
who had relocated to Tokyo. Each individual had a different attitude about
returning to their hometown. The husband said he really wanted to return
Aomori Prefecture, but was not yet ready to actively prepare for the move.
His wife did not want to return there at all, but could be ready and prepared
to return. In this case, though they each had different attitudes about the
positive or negative aspects of returning to their hometown, they both
assumed that eventually they would do so. However, only her husband is
currently employed. Therefore, in the end, the husband's intention will be
given priority and the residence will be selected.

From the above, the following points are suggested: In Japan, support
in finding housing and employment is available to those moving from the
Tokyo metropolitan area to non-metropolitan areas. However, the people
who are actually eligible for the support are often not prepared to start the
moving process in the near future, and therefore are unable to take
advantage of the system designed to assist them. Accessing the relocation
support becomes even more complex when each individual has a different
opinion about when they will be ready to leave, and a different attitude
about the move itself. Therefore, to increase access of the support available
to couples, it will be necessary to identify the reasons behind their different
intentions and attitudes. And I argue that it is important to recognize that
there are urban migrants who return to their hometowns.

Keywords: intention and attitude of wanting to return to their hometowns,
regional mobility and gender, power mechanism between couple
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