HEFHE F8S 2017 11
F (L) BXEE

HRROTEEE L (M) OHEF
— TV 958 O FEAEFE & T8 A S O B R —

2016 4E
e IEAT

ME

AFETIE, WO TEOEEDHEFLAEFIIOVWTERELL. #D
X (Mon) TEEINT, AETH. TLTHELDOE X, BEE,
AR %, BERETE L. 6 OLFI, 2000 FERICA-T, Th
THOERTEHLEZH LTV, ZRICE->T, 5D EFRLEIL
KIpote. BEDPOBRES~OREBZVERNOMEEL, FEEQTHHK
DORBLAZRW. REMNHEO TEEE L, (hF L EEOm ClaE S
ZET (M) ICEVRTLZDO0. TOURKBOTLREETHD.

W onED (ML) 1%, BAMRENORNY THRALULRLDITAR
Llwo T &, BHBRHIRBRIND LW THEEM ZRHEE
T5. FITIE, BNCHMESRRORLABEINSD. ZRICTHL LMD
5P, MRS (Mor) kD, ZoEBICEE L0, (M) 2T T
BEHENPHEICEABOICEDIEEO M) LEHR L. Z0OEH
WZH DT, UTD 2 OORHL & FEFELT-.

R L%, (o) #@LC T, TEZBOHFEEIREMENS] T
HDH. WO TRBOBFHEIISETIEAREREZ 25701 (Mon) 124
F5. TREREHC, #6013 (Mion) CHREh 5. (HMioo) oA
BANKEROBRNVIZE ST, HOIEITETHICHEGW BX TEHIC
DU 5. (Mot XS OAIEHR TH 5 LRI, WEEZR T 57 @~
DORFETR & 72> Tz,

a2 1%, T{(Hoe) 2@ C T, FEEE bLIZHEmIND] Tho.

7597



HEFHE H38E 2017, 11
oA EHFELTOIITE, BARKENSEND. TEGTEHHE
RPEEENZ IR DR OO Z D EEZ T 5. & IREEIL,
FORMNBNIRNY, KbdABLNEERW. ZRICE->T, 50
EFIIETETEEIC2R D0, T2 CIRBERERREZZY, oo
DHFZDOLONRENTZDTHZ Lideholz. LA, LDORHBD
FEVREY, BHEHNTTHHEAMREMRFLEI 3Tk, £
DEICHENERND Z L THEFRF SN D BRI, K0 /hBBOER &
20, ZFZTIHHMRICHTLOIRBLELSDZ ENEEL 2o TV

AFOFOERE T2l TEAEE X, LFEAEFEOm TEE S
ZET (Mion) ICEET IO T IRmERNS. (Mot v
I EIC RN DY H 5O OFEN FTREEEOIF L
EIEZRD ST TEL., Lo TEFREAENERESAZHELZE LT
b, HFEEEZTZVAEORE L 25 N\HBEREE XD T 50T
<, (HioT) EEME LT RN DA O T 7 R T
WML X)) ETHEIFNELNTZ. 20X HIC, fLFEAEER T AM
R TEFICOEVERBR L CEXENd I, Hoix (Mx) 20k
FTHEZRSDTHD.

(DBl FSW& - FFEFEMFBEAN B - BRI

7607



HE=FwE HB8F 2017, 11

Underclass Youth in Okinawa and “Hometown” Sociology
Underclass Labor Reproduction and Reorganization of the
Culture of Underclass Youth
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Abstract

In this paper, I consider and discuss work and lifestyle among
underclass youth in Okinawa, and why, in spite of harsh
conditions, these youth remain in their hometowns. They are born
in and live their entire lives in the same town. Many work in
construction, as adult entertainment establishment or illegally.
Work in each of these areas has become increasingly difficult to
do since 2000. Accordingly, so have the lives of these youths. The
younger workers have little hope of seeing an end to the relentless
violence and predatory behavior perpetrated upon them by older
employees, even with the passage of time. The core topic of this
paper is the reason for social underclass youth in Okinawa to
remain in their hometowns, with increasingly harsh conditions in
work and daily life.

The hometowns in which they grow up and remain are
characterized by the strong ties that are the result of
collectivization, as well as limited movement, or
“immobilization.” As a result, there is frequent territorial violence
and a lack of freedom in selecting an occupation. In spite of this,
they remain in their hometowns. To find a reason for this, I have
defined “hometown” as “a foundation for a society in which
people mutually and holistically interact.” The following two
hypotheses are based upon this definition.

Hypothesis 1: Underclass labor reproduction develops from
within the hometown. Youth from this class in Okinawa gather in
their hometowns to obtain a variety of resources getting
information or job; at the same time, however, they are restrained
in many ways by this very hometown. Through the mutually
holistic ties of the hometown, they develop a workstyle that is
conducive to the production of underclass labor. The hometown is
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both their world and a source of supply for underclass labor.

Hypothesis 2: Underclass youth culture is reorganized through
the hometown. Their culture as a way of life includes violence and
predatory behavior. The harshness of underclass labor also
impacts their culture. This behavior targets progressively more
people, seemingly endlessly. Although their lives become
increasingly harsh, relationships neither end nor does their way of
life itself fall apart. On the contrary, ties become stronger and
intense, sometimes even violent, attempts are made to maintain
relationships. In relationships so maintained, groups become
smaller and prospects for the future more limited.

In conclusion, young Okinawans of an underclass remain in
hometowns despite increasingly harsh conditions in both work and
daily life because of the existence of the hometown as a
foundation for a society of mutual, holistic interaction, in which
they establish their lives and work. Accordingly, even if the
harshness of their work, and daily life’s conditions, have increased,
these youths do not change their work, or the interpersonal
relationships that underpin their lives. Their strategy is instead to
cope with the harshness amidst the holistic ties of their community.
In fact, it appears that the reason they choose to remain in their
hometowns is the consistency and continuity of working and
living among the same interpersonal relationships.
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