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Did Farm Children Get “Free” Pocket Money?

—A Case Study of the Bartering Process and the Transition from

Barter to Pocket Money in Kamikita Town, Aomori Prefecture—

NARITA, Ryo
Graduate School of Humanities, Tokyo Metropolitan University

This paper aims to examine the impact of the influence of the
spread of the monetary economy on farm children in a local
community. The specific case of the practice of bartering and the
transition to giving children pocket money in 1960s in Kamikita
town, Aomori prefecture, will be presented.

From the late 1930s to the mid-1960s, it was a common
practice for farmers’ children to steal produce such as eggs and
rice from their family’s farm to barter them for cheap confection-
ary, and, from the late 1950s, to sell such goods for pocket money.
The children took the stolen produce to local shops to sell or
barter, and sometimes to the community rice-cleaning mill.

A series of changes in the practice of bartering meant that
these children truly lost a measure of their freedom. Before the
spread of the monetary economy to small communities, farmers’
children were able to buy or barter an egg or some rice for cheap
confectionary or cash before the change, but afterwards they could

not; after the mid-1960s they had to get money their parents.

Key words: Childhood, The transition from barter to pocket

money, Local community
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