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Ensuring citizen’s mobility is one of the most important problems of transportation planning. The
development of motorization caused the decrease of bus services in depopulated regions. Therefore,
the people who cannot drive a car become transportation poor, and their mobility may become
decreasing.

In this study, we considered the reality of public transport in depopulated regions by citing some
examples of substitute bus services in Aomori Prefecture. In addition, we analyzed how mobility of the
people without their own cars who lived in depopulated regions was limited. As a result, we understood
that the elderly without their own car tended to be limited their trip area and frequency.

Furthermore, we considered a supply strategy of public transport in depopulation regions by
analyzing bus business data. We understand that the increasing of efficiency of public transport was
mainly on reduction of an employment cost, that accounted for over a half of operational cost of public
transport. In addition, we can develop strategies of public transport to be more effective by effective
utilization of a school bus or a patient transportation bus. However, trip generation was small, and it is
extremely difficult that public transport gets rid of non-profit in depopulated regions. Therefore, local
governments in Japan need bounty for increasing bus services to ensure citizen’s mobility.





