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Community change in the U.S. cities largely results from replacement of residents along with
the deterioration of their built environments. In Japanese cities, however, people generally live in
their communities as much as possible, so that the age compositions of communities are likely to
be older simply because residents get older. This article addresses to describe the patterns of com-
munity lifecycles in urban Japan, by analyzing demographic data of school districts in Nagoya City
from 1960 to 1995. The results of the analysis showed that the lifecycles of communities basically
depended on the family lifecycles of residents. Since urbanized area expanded outwards, people
lived in the central districts were older than those in the periphery, and almost all districts were
getting older as time went on. There are some structural variations illustrated by a few typical
cases. In a downtown area, the second generation of shop owners succeeded their community; in
two industrial districts, deindustrialization triggered replacement of residents and demographic
rejuvenation; and in an inner suburb district where concentrated white collar employees who were
regularly transferred by big corporations, the age composition of residents was relatively stable.
Notwithstanding, the general pattern remains and makes it difficult to succeed communities from
generation to generation. ‘





