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~ This paper is a report of the GIS and the study of geographic information science in France by
using the oral information and printed matters focusing on IGN (Institut Géographique National).

At first it comes to be clear that the level of GIS development in France is almost the same as
in Japan and GIS is used for similar works in local governments. In the data sharing process, how-
ever, there is a special partnership which cannot be found in Japan. '

The research and technology in IGN is a little different from Japanese ones, for instance, the
study on generalization is well advanced and maintained in IGN while the guidance of barrier-free
space is more frequent in Japan.

Moreover superior-grade education system of geographic information science also must be
known by Japanese while primary and secondary school education is more earnestly investigated
in Japan. .

On the whole, IGN can be a good partner for Japanese research institutes to share the
research, technology and education. Mutual understanding and data exchange for the common
research theme can be proceeded.





