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The purpose of this study is to consider the relationship between the lengths of residence and the
spatial expand of personal networks in the Tokyo-Metropolitan area. Many studies point out that
urbanism affects the distant tie, because high rates of residential mobility weaken existing ties and retard
the creation of strong new ones, and cheap, effective transportation and communication reduce social
cost of spatial distance, enabling the easy maintenance of dispersed primary ties. Big proportion of the
migrants in the metropolitan area, who have the distant ties that are built in their hometown, could result
that the metropolitan residents in total have a lot of distant tie. And both the natives and migrants have
local networks the longer they live in the community.

We will test the following hypotheses:

Hypothesis I . The natives in the Tokyo-Metropolitan area have lager size of local networks (local
relatives, local friends and neighbors) than the migrants, whereas the migrants have larger size of
widespread networks (distant relatives and distant friends whose residence are more than two hour away
from the residence of respondent) than the natives.

Hypothesis II. The migrants increase the local networks the longer they live in the same residence.

Hypothesis II. The migrants reduce the widespread networks the longer they live in the Tokyo-
Metropolitan area.

Hypothesis IV, The migrants’ network become more similar to the natives in their networks the
longer the migrants live in the Tokyo-Metropolitan area/ the same residence.

These data have shown that: Hypothesis 1 is supported by our data. We can conclude that there are
difference between the natives’ networks and the migrants’ ones in spatial distribution. Hypothesis 1I -
IV are not supported by our data. In the Tokyo-Metropolitan areca the migrants network dose not
reconstruct the longer they live in the Tokyo-metropolitan area / the same residence. By Matsumoto’s
Nagoya-Metropolitan area study (1995, 1998) these hypothesis are supported. We can not conclude
whether the result of these difference is the period of research or character of cities. In further I will
clarify the reconstruction process of network in term of spatial distribution through a comparative study
of city.





