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The purpose of this paper is to examine the relationship between individuals’
signature-collecting behavior and their personal networks based on a case study on
a referendum about the Daiju Dam. For the analysis, I have used New Year’s
Cards as a methodological tool. For the collection of signatures as many as
possible, the activists involved in the campaign utilized their personal networks.
However, since the signature-collecting activity is a political action, it is not always
the case that the more personal networks activists possess, the more friends and
acquaintances they ask for signing the petition and obtain their signatures. That
is, whom activists call on collecting signatures depend on how and when they have
made their own personal networks in the course of their life. Furthermore, this
paper analyzed activists deliberately choose the person for asking the signatures for
the petition, regardless of the level of intimacy with them.





