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The aim of this paper is to examine the effects of individual’s personal network
on his/her attitude towards foreigners. Prior research has focused on the individuals’
own socioeconomic status and the family background as contributing factors in
forming a positive or negative attitude towards accepting foreigners in one’s own
society. This paper focuses on one’s personal network as a factor and empirically
examines such effects, based on the perspective that one’s personal network has an
effect on one’s social consciousness. Data came from a social network survey of
Tokyo residents and the samples of males and females were separately analyzed.

Hypotheses were tested regarding the effects of one’s own socioeconomic status,
parent’s education, characteristics of those in network (average age and educational
level), and the structure of network (density and heterogeneity). It was found that
determinants of attitude towards foreigners are different between males and
females. For males, the educational level of those in one’s network was a significant
factor, while respondent’s own attributes were not. For females, on the other hand,
one’s own attributes such as age and years of education were found significant as
well as the heterogeneity of the network. Implications of such results are discussed.





