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Localized Torrential Rain Disaster and Information:
Local Governments’ Responses at Tokai Torrential Rain Disaster in September 2000
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Localized torrential rain in September 2000 attacked Greater Nagoya area and damaged the area
severely. The economic losses reached 670 billion yen. It was typical urban flood disaster. Nearly
twice as much as the heaviest torrential rainfall ever recorded in this area fell. Banks of rivers were
broken and many bottom lands were flooded. This disaster occurred after most residents had forgot Ise
Bay Typhone which attacked this area and brought more than 5,000 deaths 41 years ago. Moreover this
was the first disaster since local governments reviewed their emergency response plan by learnig
lessons of Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake in 1995.

In this paper actual emergency responses of local governments in this disaster are shown and
lessons learnt are discussed. Focuses are put on the decision of headquaters of local governments and
on informations which headquaters gathered and disseminated. The role of headquater is one of the
most important one in disaster period and it’s essential function is gathering, disseminating and
processing information. Torrential rainfall disaster in September 2000 provides the good case to test
the potential capability of local governments against disaster.





