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This paper presents a case study on the process of planning and implementing of urban
redevelopment projects in the area surrounding Kichijoji Station, in the City of Musashino.
Of a long history of these redevelopment projects, the author focuses on the year 1963 when
Kihachirou Goto, a major leader of these projects, first became the mayor of Musashino. The
author places particular emphasis on clarifying the characteristics of titleholders and other
interested parties by describing and evaluating very difficult planning processes. The
author then analyzes how these characteristics influenced the spatial rearrangement of
rights and interests in the redevelopment projects in an attempt to explain the meaning of
the political process in these actual urban redevelopment projects.

Through the political process, the mayor succeeded in creating small coalitions of
storeowners, politicians, and others, and promoted the projects by utilizing these coalitions.
These partial coalitions resulted in many fragmented projects in different parts of the town.
Department stores were built on the fringe whereas the core commercial district, where it
was almost impossible to coordinate the interests of the many small storeowners, was
preserved. The coexistence of a variety of stores, complementing and stimulating with each
other, then contributed to the creation of very attractive and vigorous town of Kichijoji.





