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Urban Disaster Prevention / Mitigation and Urban Planning and Land Use
Regulation Statutes in Japan in the Fin-de-si¢cle (The Last Half)

Tsuneo Ikeda®*

*Faculty of Law, Tokyo Metropolitan University
Comprehensive Urban Studies, No.73, 2000, pp.149-179

Reviewing the development of urban land acts and land development acts in detail after the
Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake Disaster of 1995, we cannot find any serious reflection on the dis-
aster in these acts, in terms of studying the lessons of the terrible disaster such as fragile urban
structures, in spite of general stressing of urban disaster prevention in urban public policies: La fin-
de-sieécle reformation of urban land law has accelerated high density of urban space, has accumu-
lated quite high disaster risks in towns and cities and land use law / policy has oriented by baldly
wild urbanism under the slogans of “de-regulation” and “de-centralization”. Now Japanese post-
war land use systems are to be broke down totally. There lies a strong stream which would priva-
tize urban spaces more firmly and take urban land for financial assets as well as liquidate ones as
much as possible to throw into melting-pots of money-games.

In order to promote urban disaster prevention and remake our towns and cities strong against
disasters in a real sense, we have to switch from such extremely dangerous urban policies and
urban land laws to another way to promote amenities of urban residents and urban workers, to
activate neighborhood communities, to restrain systematically from high density spaces such as
downzoning, increasing open-spaces, etc. as much as possible, to take urban spaces back to urban
residents / workers from global businesses, in terms of the communal status of urban spaces in
proper, and communal resources of land in proper as well.





