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Personal Networks of the Metropolis of Tokyo:
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This paper describes the relationship between the urban structure and individuals’ personal
networks based on a case study in Tokyo. The study utilized New Year’s cards received by the
respondents, which enabled us to elicit information about various types of personal contacts
including those with strong ties as well as with weak ties. We describe the inner structure of
individuals' personal networks, and elucidate the process through which personal networks are
formed as a function of individuals’ association with urban institutions, positions in the social
structure, and their respective stage in their life-course.





