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A Survey Research of Searching and Rescuing Persons Buried Alive in Collapsed
Buildings in the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake Disaster

Satoru Sadohara* and Yasushi Okanishi**

* Graduate School of Engineering, Yokohama National University
** Graduate Student of Engineering, Yokohama National University
Comprehensive Urban Studies, No.68, 1999, pp.33 - 43

It is an important problem of disaster mitigatidn to search and to rescue persons buried alive in
collapsed buildings in disasters. To develop useful search & rescue devices and instruments, we did
a questionnaire and hearing to the firemen and inhabitants who have experiences of search &
rescue in the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake Disaster. As a result, it has become clear that rescue
operations were blocked by various factors. Especially, shortage of rescue persons, instruments
and devices affected rescue operations. It is necessary to reflect lessons of earthquakes to develop
rescue devices and instruments.

This research is a part of a collaborative research begun in 1997 among industries, universities
and municipality supported finacially by Kanagawa Prefecture, whose title is ‘Development
Research of High Level Search & Rescue Technology for Disasters’.





