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Local Societies of Nature Protection in Kohoku New Town, Yokohama,
and Their Members' View of Nature

Yukari Takano*, Yoshio Sugiura**and Michiko Harayama**

*Self-Defense Forces
**Graduate School of Science, Tokyo Metropolitan University
Comprehensive Urban Studies, No.67, 1998, pp.45-63

Kohoku New Town, Yokohama, is famous for its town planning that land owners and
leaseholders participate in the planning, but new-coming residents' requests were not
enough taken into account in the planning. Of them, those who are interested in a-town
planning oriented to the natural environmental conservation have organized the local
societies of nature protection. These societies are developing various activities such as
observation and survey of nature and maintenance of parks and open spaces conserving
natural vegetation. In order to grasp their members' view of nature, Hayashi's
quantification model Il — a kind of qualitative factor analysis — is applied to the response
patterns to 13 expressions related with affairs and situations through which respondents
perceive nature, which are asked in the questionnaires distributed to a total of 81 members.
It turns out that their view of nature is composed of the three fundamental dimensions: 1) a
contrast between the sense of sight and the other senses, 2) a contrast between passive or
appreciation-type concern and active or contact-type concern, and 3) a contrast between
preference for daily things and preference for non-daily things. The results are similar to
those of the study concerned with a case of a new town in Sanda City, Hyogo Prefecture.





