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From 1945 to around 1990, Tokyo experienced the kinds of changes described in Berg’s “Four-
step Hypothesis of Urbanization.” The social restructuring in Tokyo in recent years has had a
great impact on the local community. This text examines Chonaishakai (urban ward society) in
the two wards (ku) of Shinjuku and Sumida, both located in Tokyo’s inner city. These two
Chonaishakai brought about dramatic changes in Chonaikai (urban ward association).

Analyses of Chonaikai research in both wards conducted in 1994 clarifies three points. Firstly,
the Chonaikai in Shinjuku-ku tried to compensate for age by allotting functions among volun-
tary associations within the community and establishing a hub by networking various groups.
Secondly, the Chonaikai in Sumida-ku maintained the conventional inclusive function and con-
tinued efforts to rebuild Chonaikai functions for this purpose. Thirdly, the approaches taken by
the two Chonaikai of Sumida and Sinjuku related largely to the differences in their community
characteristics.





