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More than six thousands lives were lost in the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. Around 90% of
the causes of deaths were related to housing damages such as completely collapsed and burnt
down.

In this study, firstly, we try to clarify the relations of each victim to damage, use and structure of

building which was living the victim before the quake.
The geographical information system in the Building Research Institute was utilised for this
analysis. Secondery, as part of the damage assessment of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, the
fatality rate in each district (Chou and Touri) in Kobe City was analysed through building damage
rate caused by the quake and demographic and socio-economical backgrounds in each district.

Several conclusions are as follows:

1) The fatality rate of female was 20~30% as high as male.

2) 90% of building where fatalities used to live before the quake are low-rise buildings.

3) In low-rise detached and apartment houses, 80% of fatalities were killed in completely
and half collapsed buildings. .

4) When the rate of completely collapsed buildings increase 10%,number of death per
total number of building will increase 0.05~0.06 person,bldgs.

5) The fatality rate in each district depends not only on the building damage rate but also
on the ground failure of residential land.

6) Concentration of small residential houses contribute to decreasing of the fatality rate.





