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Emergency Responses and Support Activities of Social Welfare
Facilities in the 1995 Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake

Shunkichi Kosaka*, Michio Miyano**, Yuko Sumiyoshi** and Keishi Shiono***

*Faculty of Engineering, Tokyo Metropolitan University
**Faculty of Human Life Science, Osaka City University
***Nagaoka College of Technology
Compherensive Urban Studies, No.61, 1996, pp.111-121

During several months after the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, several hundreds of elderly
people died due to diseases and other causes. It is said that these deaths were greatly affected by
poor residential environment of places of refuge. This country has been shifting from an ageing
society to an aged society, and it is an urgent task for us to construct an emergency control system
aiming at maintaining a good environment for stopgap living of elderly people and others after an
earthquake.

For the social welfare facilities located in the areas which suffered serious damage in the Great
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and surrounding areas of them, this paper investigated the actual
conditions of their physical damage, human damage, recovery process and support activities and
obtained following conclusions.

1) Measures for preventing falling-down and destruction of equipment are indequate in these social
welfare facilities, and it is necessary to take safety measures immediately.

2) Water supply and town gas were stopped for 3 months in the longest case, and this stoppage
severely restricted the recovery of people's meal menus and reopening of bath service.

3 In the areas where the complete collapse rate of building exceeded 10%, a great number of
persons that should be nursed appeared one after another. But the facilities in these areas had a
limit in accepting these persons, and 30% of the facilities were forced to remove the emergency
inmates to other facilities.





