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How to manage and control the growth of city has been one of the most important theme in
modern city planning. The purpose of this paper is to clarify the historical evolution of growth
management methods from the point of view of green space planning. Historically, there were
four methods, park system, garden city movement, regional planning, and green belt.

The park system was born in United States in the middle of 19th century. Its concept was
to establish parks, parkways and boulevard system as an infra-structure for promoting
high-quality developments, and at the same time to preserve natural resources. It was developed
in major cities of U.S.A. and contributed to the formation of modern city planning.

In garden city movement, the agriculture land was established as a surrounding structure of
self-contained city. The point of this concept was that the whole land was owned by the garden
city corporation. This system was essential to maintain the low-profit structure of agriculture
land. .

The regional planning and green belt were born in 1920’s, combining the methods of park
system and garden city movement. The concept of regional planning was spread out all over the
world, however its achievements differed a lot, depends on the historical background of each
country. England had developed the idea of “Howard’s social city”, and implemented extensive
growth management policy. In Germany, the basic law for conservation of natural resources
was established in 1930’s. Since then, the sustainable development was the major theme of
regional planning and growth management policies have been carried out based on the
ecological structure of lands. Whereas, regional planning in U.S.A. and Japan had accelerated
the expansion of big cities, rather than the control of growth.

This paper points out that there occured new trends of urban strategies in management and
control of growth, both in U.S.A. and Japan.





