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Urban Families and Personal Communities :
How Wives Get Support from Their Husbands and Networks ?
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This study is an attempt toward the answer to the Family-Community Question; how contempo-
rary urban societies change the family and community as well as the interface between them? This
paper focuses upon the relations between marital relationships and supportive ties with personal
network members. Bott-ian hypothesis and counter-hypotheses based upon Wellman’s Community
-Liberated argument are examined. Our survey data from a random sample of 808 younger married
women living in Chofu-city, Tokyo are analyzed. Our findings basically support the Wellmans’
argument that the social support from spouses (husbands) and that from network ties are parallel
and compatible, and that wives manage to get support from both husbands and networks according
to their family needs. However, some of our findings suggest partial modifications of this argument.
The most important is that urban Japanese mothers of preschool children with less support from
their husbhands concerning household chores tend to develop stronger and larger networks among
neighbors. It implies that spouses and networks can be competitive. In this respect, Bott-ian
tendency for networks to keep wives and husbands away from each other seems plausible, particu-
larly when combined with other research findings on married couples living in another suburban city
of Tokyo. At any rate, our findings need to be explored and examined through further family

-community studies with more elaborated network measures and in cross-cultural contexts.





