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Inclusion of Income Levels of Affected Countries in the
Assessment of Disaster Characteristics
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On the basis of disaster data collected from an existing earthquake catalog, we derived an empirical
equation to correlate the per capita GNP of an affected country with the damage amount in an earthquake
normalized by the number of deaths. The equation was applied to examine the relationship between per
capita GNP and the rate of damage to an affected country’s GNP. The result suggested relative economic

vulnerability to earthquakes in developing countries having threshold economy.





