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Recognition of Groundwater and Tapwater Contamination

Problems and Environmental Consciousness :
Research Report on the Consciousness for Water Environment of Residents in Tokyo (3)

Ryoichi Terada*

*Faculty of Literature, Tsuru University
Comprehensive Urban Studies, No. 54, 1994, pp. 33—46

Environmental consciousness and opinions on tapwater contamination problems among citizens of two
cities, with different water resource management policies, are examined. The difference of groundwater
preservation policies of the two cities affects citizens’ recognition of tapwater quality and its contamination
problems. Among environmental conscerns on three levels ; global level such as greenhouse effect and ozone
layer depletion, community level such as air and water pollution, and personal level such as energy
conservation and recycling at individual households, younger citizens are more likely to criticize public
environmental policies and to be interested in global problems, while elder citizens pay more attention to
conservational behabior in their everyday life.

Satisfaction and opinion on the quality of tapwater also vary in each agegroup and sex with different
values and life experiences. However, concerns over the tapwater and groundwater contamination, one of
the typical community-level environmental problem, overarches various group of people with different

environmental attitudes, leading them to environmental conservation behabior in many ways.





