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FOUR TYPES OF COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION BY THE ELDERLY OF
CENTRAL TOKYO AND THEIR RESPECTIVE CHARACTERISTICS

Yuetsu Takahashi

Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan University
Comprehensive Urban Studies, No.48, 1993, pp. 5-21

Abstract

In this paper, we study the relation between the daily life of the elderly and th community
in our aging society. We focus on the elderly’s participation in the community, which falls
into four categories depending on the presence [+] or absence [—] of two attributes:
membership in the Chonaikai (organization of Community residents) and good neighborly
relations. We derive four types of community participation: 1) the Chokai-Kinrin-type ([+]
Chonaikai, [+] neighbors), 2) the Chokai-type ([+] Chonaikai, [—] neighbors),3) the Kinrin-
type ([—] Chonaikai, [+] neighbors), and 4) the Isolated type ([—] Chonaikai, [—]
neighbors).

Analysis of the data collected in the twenty-three Central Tokyo Wards revealed the
different characteristics of each type of elderly community participation in accordance with
the attributes of the elderly and their social activities or social consciousness in daily life.

It also showed that community culture greatly influences the frequency of community
participation. This classification of community participation is expected to contribute to
further studies of the relation between the daily life of the elderly and the community.





