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Relief activities by voluntary groups are one of the most important problems in disaster period. Many
Japanese, specially emergency response planners have had a great concern since Roma Prieta Earthquake
in 1989. In Italy a full discussion on what roles should be assigned to voluntary groups in the disaster period
and how to augument their response capabilities have been done since 1980’s. And now the regislative system
to promote voluntary relief activities has been established. It includes not only insurance systems and
economic compensation mechanism to reduce burdens of volunteers who want to participate relief activities
but also obligations of voluntary groups such as regislation, coordination, exercises and so on.

In this paper discussions on relief activities of voluntary groups in Italy are reviewed and present
activities of voluntary groups for disaster relief are explained. The lessons to be learnt in Japan are also
discussed.





