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Present State of Earthquake Preparedness
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Recently, earthquake environments in the Metropolitan Tokyo area are getting worse. Experts have
often being announced that the Tokai earthquake and the Southern Kanto earthquake are imminent to
occur, and that in the event of one of the earthquakes, Tokyo will be siverely damaged with an overwhelm-
ing number of life loss.

To look for clues to improve earthquake preparedness level of schools in Tokyo area, quantitative
evaluation of the present state of disaster preparedness has been attempted through three questionnaire
surveys conducted during 1988 and 1990. In the first two surveys, samples were selected from various parts
of Japan in reference to recent disaster experiences, potential natural hazards, and activity in disaster
preparedness. Results of the surveys were analyzed, mainly focused on five categories consisting of (A)
hazard reduction, (B) drills, (C) immediate response, (D) communication, and (E) post-earthquake sheltering.
In the third survey, samples were all the primary and secondary schools in 23 wards of Tokyo, and school
damage due to recent moderate earthquakes was investigated.

Major conclusions of the present study follow.

1. On an average, earthquake preparedness level of schools in Tokyo is higher than that of other
prefectures.

2. In Tokyo, school preparedness is mainly focused on drills conducted as often as once a month, which
has resulted from ward initiatives.

3. Insome wards such as Ota and Setagaya, more than 109 of the schools have suffered property damage
by recent earthquake shakings of JMA intensity 4 (moderate shaking).

4. About 40% of schools in number are assigned to evacuation areas. Though most officials expect that
such schools are more liable for safety of evacuee, little difference in the preparedness level can be seen
between the schools assigned and not assigned to evacuation areas.

5. The effort to reduce school hazards is poorer in Tokyo than in other prefectures. The effort should be

more encouraged urgently to meet the earthquake environments in and around Tokyo.





