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Table 31.1 Central Tenets of the Received View vs. the Emergent Branding Paradigm
Received View Emergent Paradigm
Brands Informational vehicles that Meaning rich tools that help
support choice processes; Risk people live their lives
reduction tools and simplifying
heuristics
Guiding Metaphor Information Meaning

Role of context in research

Central constructs of interest

Focal research domain
Guiding tenets
Marketer’s role

Brand positioning assumptions
Primary units of analysis
Consumer's role

Consumer’s central activity

Context is noise

Knowledge-based cognitions and
attitudes

Purchase
Simplification and control

Owner and creator of brand assets

Consistency, constancy, simplicity
Individual consumers

Passive recipient of marketer
information

Realizing functional and
emotional benefits

Context is everything

Experiential and symbolic aspects
of consumption

Consumption
Co-creation and complexity

One of several brand meaning
makers

Complexity, mutability

Individuals, people in groups,
consumers in cultures, cultural
production mechanisms

Active contributor to brand
meaning making

Meaning making
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