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THE IMAGE STRUCTURE OF TOKYO AND OSAKA

Taketoshi Takuma™, Noriaki Kato™ *, Kensuke Sugawara™,
Teruyuki Furusawa™, Mariko Yamamoto® *, Kumiko Kawamura™ *x
*Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan University

* *Teikyo College of Technology
* *Tokyo Junior College

Comprehensive Urban Studies, No.37, 1989, pp.71—117

This paper is a concise version of papers presented at annual educational psychology meetings in 1987, 1988, and
1989. It has four objectives:

The image structure Tokyo
. The degree of attachment to Tokyo
The image structure Osaka
The degree of attachment to Osaka

The image structures of the Tokyo and Osaka residents

Sy U = W NN

The differences in the images of Tokyo and Osaka

To achieve thses objectives, we conducted a 56 item image survey about Tokyo and Osaka on elementary school
children, middle and high school students, and adult men and women, totalling 2,944, in Shirakawa, Ishigaki, Tokyo
and Osaka. The results are as follows:

Regarding objective 1:

" o«

More than 90% mentioned that their image of Tokyo consists of “many high- rise buildings”, “many shops and de-

» o«

partment stores”, “prosperity”, “air pollution”, “dirt”, “crowded trains”, “noise”, “great variety of goods”, etc.

Factor analysis produced four factors on which the impressions of Tokyo hinge:
1. Tokyo desert (brutality)

2. Congestion (filthiness)

3. Fun city Tokyo (pleasantness)

4. Progressive city (modernity)

Regarding objective 2:

Here we studied the degree of attachment to Tokyo and their own place of residence. Factor analysis produced
three factors:

1. Knowledge

2. attachment in the narrow sense

3. desire to acquire information

The affection or yearning for Tokyo or the place of residence is to be determined by these three factors, but

whether and how each factor comes to bear differs greatly with age or area.
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Regarding objective 3:

How does the image of Osaka compare to the image of Tokyo? Using the same kind of factor analysis we used for
Tokyo, we obtained the following four factors for Osaka:

1. Osaka desert

2. Congestion

3. Progressive city

4. Fun city Osaka

These are the same factors we obtained for Tokyo. The three factors with the largest loads were exactly the
same for both cities, only the contents of the fun city factor showed certain differences. On the fun city factor for
Tokyo, the load was high for townscape and beautiful and rich people. On the fun city fantor for Osaka, the load was
high for friendliness and the atmosphere of “shitamachi”. In other words, while Tokyo is seen as sophisticated and

unfriendly, Osaka has an image of commonness and familiarity.

Regarding objective 4 :
We examined the degree of attachment to Osaka with the same results as for Tokyo. Big cities seem to have

something in common regarding both image and attachment.

Regarding objective 5 :
Tokyo and Osaka residents’ impressions of Tokyo and Osaka are quite the same as the country people’s, with

additional factors like “filthiness”, “convenience” and “possibilities”.

Regarding objective 6:
What is Tokyo or Osaka to its residents? For Tokyo, the “desert”, “filthness”, “possibility” and “progressiveness”

factors were all higher than for Osaka. This shows that Tokyo exceeds Osaka in good as well as in bad.





