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THE COUNTRY PEOPLE’'S IMAGE OF THE BIG CITY

Noriaki Kato™
% Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan University
Comprehensive Urban Studies, No.37, 1989, pp. 5 —38

We surveyed school children, middle and high school students, and men in the prime of life, (totalling 1,826
persons) of Hakodate (Hokkaido), Mito (Ibaragi pref.) and Kikai (Kagoshima pref.), three areas of different charac-
teristics and distances from large cities, on their attitude towards large cities and their own local town.

»ou " o«

The common images all three areas attributed to large cities were “high cultural level”, “good schools”, “nice jobs”,

» o » » o« » o«

“irritation”, “fear”, “dust”, “coidhearted people”, “uncomfortable living”, “health hazards”, “high crime rate”, “pollution”,
“dirt”, “lack of congeniality”, “convenient transportion”, “variety of foods”, “many great people”, etc. Overall, positive
and negative images were mutually balanced.

When asked to comment on 5 aspects of the residents of the large cities and their own local area, all age groups of
the three areas suggested that large city residents and their own are significantly different. They considered local re-
sidents to be likable, sociable, wonderful, warmhearted, and of poor taste, while they thought of big city residents as
being less likable, unsociable, boring, coldhearted and as having good taste. In four out of five aspects, they evaluated
their own residents higher; only on good taste did large city dwellers get higher marks.

The survey also revealed that country people yearn for the big city when they are young, wanting to live there or
attend a university. But this yearning subsides as they become established at home. This is shown by their re-
sponse to the question, “Would you like to live in a large city at least once?”- Between 72% and 95% of high school
students of the three areas responded in the affiramative, while only between 14% and 34% of the men in the prime of
life did so.

We also discovered a correlation between image of the big city and the distance from it and the size of the local
population.

The greater its the distance, the stronger the yearning for the large city seems to become. But the yearning de-

creases with the size of the local population.





