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DISASTER AND SOCIAL CHANGE——REVIEW OF AMERICAN
STUDIES ON LONG-TERM EFFECTS OF DISASTER~—

Yasumasa Yamamoto

Tokyo Zokei University
Comprehensive Urban Studies, No. 17, 1982, pp. 117-130

The article, at first, briefly summarizes fourteen American studies on long-term effects of
disaster, giving outlines of the disaster studied. Each study is evaluated with some major findings,
so that a little history of studies on long-term effects of disaster is uncovered. The history is
characterized by some tendencies; (1) the span of “long-term” has been lengthened, (2) the focal
point of analysis has changed from individual level to societal level, and (3) the method of study
has been changing from case studies to comparative analyses of several disasters.

Then, the present state of and the major problems in studies on long-term effects of disaster
are discussed. The present state is that four different opinions have been given as to the long-term
effects of disaster, and that none of them can dominantly outshine the others. The major problems
indicated are as to (1) the difinition of “long-term”, (2) the definition of “effect”, (3) the defini-
tion of “effecter”, (4) the localization of disaster in the theory of social change, and (5) some
methodological problems such as the total vs. the pure effects of disaster, the case study vs. the

statistical study, the lack of data in pre-disaster situation, and the like.



