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INVESTIGATION ON EARTHQUAKE DISASTERS AND RELATED PROBLEMS

Takamasa Nakano*

Comprehensive Urban Studies, No. 11, 1980, pp. 3—8

Detailed studies on damages incurred from Miyagiken-oki Earthquake in 1978, particularly on
damages and socio-economic disturbances occurred in Sendai city, have been the subject of study here
at the Centre for Urban Studies, as well as many other interested specialists and organizations. In
this paper, the following problems are discussed based on two years investigations conducted by various
organizations.

1. Discussions of the damages in the Sendai area are thought to be useful for the purpose of investi-
gative research with the view of future damage in other urban areas of Japan. However, the Sendai
example is seen as only one such example of urban disaster.

2. No study on the utilization of research results for disaster prevention administration has been
carried out.

3. It is important to carry out the studies on individual and specific topics, as well as the synthesi-
zation of the research results for disaster mitigation.

4, Attention should also be drawn to the regionality and recurrency of disasters.

5. Re-examination of present plans for regional disaster prevention and research projects to be used as
the basis for prevention planning should be considered.

* Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan University





