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ON THE{REFUGE PROBLEMS IN THE DOWNTOWN AREAS]OF TOKYO
AFTER A STRONG EARTHQUAKE

Takao Horiguchi * and Shunkichi Kosaka *
Comprehensive Urban Studies, No. 8, 1979, pp. 27—39

What behavior can be expected of the residents flying from urban areas when a strong earthquake
occurs and fires break out in various places ? Concerning problems, the paper shows firstly the following
effects through investigating examples of downtown areas of Tohyo (Honjo-ku) during the Great Kanto
Earthquake of 1923 :

(1) historically experienced consciousness of people to the earthquake and fires,

2) topographical features of concerned areas,

(38) refuge behavior patterns.

Secondly, based on a comprehensive refuge plan of Tokyo Metropolitan Government the
paper covers several simulated refuge actions both in Sumida-ku, including the area of {ormer Honjo-ku,
and Chuo-ku depending upon differences in the occurrence distribution of refugees, in which the
composition and habits of the inhabitants during the day and the night are taken in consideration. From
the results of these simulations, much congestion is anticipated at the crossings of Nihonbashi, Ishiwaracho
and Tokiwabashi, and moreover, there is the possibility that the refugees may not be able to pass through

the Nihonbashi crossing.

* Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan University



