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URBAN AGRICULTURE AND NON-AGRICULTURAL LAND USE
BY FARMERS IN RAPIDLY URBANIZING AREAS

Taizan Oishi
Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan University

Comprehensive Urban Studies, No. 7, 1979, pp. 47-72

The changing processes of suburban agriculture and farms in the urbanizing areas
were analyzed, in reconsideration of the research methods of suburban and urbanizing areas.

In an attempt to gain a synthetic understanding of relationships between town and country,

or town inhabitants and farmers, special attention should be given to ‘the farm households
and farmers in the past’ which played a significant role as the suppliers of both the land
for housing and the labourers for town industries.

They had been ignored by urban

geographers and also agricultural geographers, because of the difficulty in getting data and

materials.
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Firstly, several analyses were conducted in this local municipal area on the changes of
planted acreage, the number of farms and agricultural labourers, and furthermore, on the
changing usage of land from agricultural to non-agricultural.

Secondly, through the analysis of changing management of all farm households from
1965 to 1979 in the most urbanized area, they were classified into groups of seven household
types which were genetically ordered. As the new criteria for ‘full-time farm households’
much thought was given to intentions or purposes in farming of the heads and successors of
respective farm households. Impeding factors for urban agriculture in rapidly urbanizing
areas were clarified too by interviews and questionnaires.

Thirdly, the reasons why land acreage for farming 1ncreased or decreased in each
enterprise through the changing processes from agricultual land use to non-agricultural
(houses to let), were explained by information supplied by & municipal office and the
results of drill of interviews with many farmers. These were shown in a large-scale land
use map and in a big table.

And fourthly, theoretical explanations were given for each of the following: renting
houses didn’t pay economically ; the earlier having them, the greater losses they suffered;
and, houses to let by the farmers were increasing apparently in heavily urbanizing areas.



