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Social impact of the Cultural Revolution in China education
Interview Survey on awareness generation education
DU Yuwei
Graduate School of Humanities, Tokyo Metropolitan University

Chinese history has witnessed the unprecedented national wide
movement, “the Great Proletarian Cultural revolution”, which last from
1966 to 1976. During that decade, Chinese society was in an extreme
turmoil and various social system (political, economic, education)
underwent tremendous changes. Previous social norms, values and moral
concepts, were subject to severe criticism and negation. In addition, the
stagnation of economic production, the disorder of social order and the
government long-term paralysis and abnormal state, made it almost
impossible for people to live a normal life. At any rate, those who were
involved in the 10-year Cultural Revolution have been seriously affected
in terms of their thoughts, behaviors, working, living, values and beliefs.
In the Cultural Revolution a large number of people were framed and
prosecuted, including some state leaders, some members of the
democratic parties and celebrities from all walks of life. As a result, they
have become the social vulnerable groups ever since the reform and
opening up, an era that lays great emphases on knowledge. So the
generation who underwent the Cultural Revolution attaches more
importance to the education of their offspring. This paper aims to study
the relevance between the parental education and social stratification and
children’s education and social status by referring to concrete examples. It
also discusses the impacts the Cultural Revolution has had upon those
parents, whose life experiences directly affected the growth of their
children in education and social stratification.
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