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Agenda

• Current status of IRs in Japan
• MEXT’s open access mandate for PhD theses
• Support program of National Institute of

Informatics (NII)
• Digital Repository Federation (DRF) and

Institutional Repository Promotion Committee
• Conclusion



Growth in the number of IRs in Japan
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Source: NII Institutional Repositories Program 
http://www.nii.ac.jp/irp/en/archive/statistic/irp_2014_statistic.html

Currently: 388
(as of Jan. 2015)



Content growth

Source: NII Institutional Repositories Database Contents Analysis
http://irdb.nii.ac.jp/analysis/index_e.php



Breakdown of content by resource type (ratio)

Journal Article 226,641 (15.7%)

Thesis or Dissertation 62,714 (4.4%)

Departmental Bulletin Paper 770,761 (53.5%)

Conference Paper 22,807 (1.6%)

Presentation 5,619 (0.4%)

Book 19,603 (1.4%)

Technical Report 18,744 (1.3%)

Research Paper 32,240 (2.2%)

Article 49,368 (3.4%)

Preprint 378 (0.0%)

Learning Material 4,053 (0.3%)

Data or Dataset 52,418 (3.6%)

Software 29 (0.0%)

Others 174,836 (12.1%)

SUM 1,440,211

Source: NII Institutional Repositories Database Contents Analysis
http://irdb.nii.ac.jp/analysis/index_e.php

http://jairo.nii.ac.jp/db/sresult-en?DEF_XSL=eng&IS_KIND=IrportalSearch&IS_SCH=CSV&IS_STYLE=eng&IS_TYPE=csv&DB_ID=G0000004JAIRO&GRP_ID=G0000004&IS_START=1&IS_NUMBER=10&IS_KEY_S1=&IS_LGC_S1=AND&IS_TAG_S1=al&IS_TAG_S30=snt&IS_LGC_S30=AND&IS_TAG_S31=spe&IS_LGC_S31=AND&IS_CND_S31=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S30=Journal%20Article&IS_CND_S30=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S31=&IS_KEY_S40=true&IS_TAG_S40=has&IS_LGC_S40=AND
http://jairo.nii.ac.jp/db/sresult-en?DEF_XSL=eng&IS_KIND=IrportalSearch&IS_SCH=CSV&IS_STYLE=eng&IS_TYPE=csv&DB_ID=G0000004JAIRO&GRP_ID=G0000004&IS_START=1&IS_NUMBER=10&IS_KEY_S1=&IS_LGC_S1=AND&IS_TAG_S1=al&IS_TAG_S30=snt&IS_LGC_S30=AND&IS_TAG_S31=spe&IS_LGC_S31=AND&IS_CND_S31=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S30=Thesis%20or%20Dissertation&IS_CND_S30=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S31=&IS_KEY_S40=true&IS_TAG_S40=has&IS_LGC_S40=AND
http://jairo.nii.ac.jp/db/sresult-en?DEF_XSL=eng&IS_KIND=IrportalSearch&IS_SCH=CSV&IS_STYLE=eng&IS_TYPE=csv&DB_ID=G0000004JAIRO&GRP_ID=G0000004&IS_START=1&IS_NUMBER=10&IS_KEY_S1=&IS_LGC_S1=AND&IS_TAG_S1=al&IS_TAG_S30=snt&IS_LGC_S30=AND&IS_TAG_S31=spe&IS_LGC_S31=AND&IS_CND_S31=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S30=Departmental%20Bulletin%20Paper&IS_CND_S30=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S31=&IS_KEY_S40=true&IS_TAG_S40=has&IS_LGC_S40=AND
http://jairo.nii.ac.jp/db/sresult-en?DEF_XSL=eng&IS_KIND=IrportalSearch&IS_SCH=CSV&IS_STYLE=eng&IS_TYPE=csv&DB_ID=G0000004JAIRO&GRP_ID=G0000004&IS_START=1&IS_NUMBER=10&IS_KEY_S1=&IS_LGC_S1=AND&IS_TAG_S1=al&IS_TAG_S30=snt&IS_LGC_S30=AND&IS_TAG_S31=spe&IS_LGC_S31=AND&IS_CND_S31=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S30=Conference%20Paper&IS_CND_S30=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S31=&IS_KEY_S40=true&IS_TAG_S40=has&IS_LGC_S40=AND
http://jairo.nii.ac.jp/db/sresult-en?DEF_XSL=eng&IS_KIND=IrportalSearch&IS_SCH=CSV&IS_STYLE=eng&IS_TYPE=csv&DB_ID=G0000004JAIRO&GRP_ID=G0000004&IS_START=1&IS_NUMBER=10&IS_KEY_S1=&IS_LGC_S1=AND&IS_TAG_S1=al&IS_TAG_S30=snt&IS_LGC_S30=AND&IS_TAG_S31=spe&IS_LGC_S31=AND&IS_CND_S31=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S30=Presentation&IS_CND_S30=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S31=&IS_KEY_S40=true&IS_TAG_S40=has&IS_LGC_S40=AND
http://jairo.nii.ac.jp/db/sresult-en?DEF_XSL=eng&IS_KIND=IrportalSearch&IS_SCH=CSV&IS_STYLE=eng&IS_TYPE=csv&DB_ID=G0000004JAIRO&GRP_ID=G0000004&IS_START=1&IS_NUMBER=10&IS_KEY_S1=&IS_LGC_S1=AND&IS_TAG_S1=al&IS_TAG_S30=snt&IS_LGC_S30=AND&IS_TAG_S31=spe&IS_LGC_S31=AND&IS_CND_S31=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S30=Book&IS_CND_S30=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S31=&IS_KEY_S40=true&IS_TAG_S40=has&IS_LGC_S40=AND
http://jairo.nii.ac.jp/db/sresult-en?DEF_XSL=eng&IS_KIND=IrportalSearch&IS_SCH=CSV&IS_STYLE=eng&IS_TYPE=csv&DB_ID=G0000004JAIRO&GRP_ID=G0000004&IS_START=1&IS_NUMBER=10&IS_KEY_S1=&IS_LGC_S1=AND&IS_TAG_S1=al&IS_TAG_S30=snt&IS_LGC_S30=AND&IS_TAG_S31=spe&IS_LGC_S31=AND&IS_CND_S31=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S30=Technical%20Report&IS_CND_S30=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S31=&IS_KEY_S40=true&IS_TAG_S40=has&IS_LGC_S40=AND
http://jairo.nii.ac.jp/db/sresult-en?DEF_XSL=eng&IS_KIND=IrportalSearch&IS_SCH=CSV&IS_STYLE=eng&IS_TYPE=csv&DB_ID=G0000004JAIRO&GRP_ID=G0000004&IS_START=1&IS_NUMBER=10&IS_KEY_S1=&IS_LGC_S1=AND&IS_TAG_S1=al&IS_TAG_S30=snt&IS_LGC_S30=AND&IS_TAG_S31=spe&IS_LGC_S31=AND&IS_CND_S31=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S30=Research%20Paper&IS_CND_S30=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S31=&IS_KEY_S40=true&IS_TAG_S40=has&IS_LGC_S40=AND
http://jairo.nii.ac.jp/db/sresult-en?DEF_XSL=eng&IS_KIND=IrportalSearch&IS_SCH=CSV&IS_STYLE=eng&IS_TYPE=csv&DB_ID=G0000004JAIRO&GRP_ID=G0000004&IS_START=1&IS_NUMBER=10&IS_KEY_S1=&IS_LGC_S1=AND&IS_TAG_S1=al&IS_TAG_S30=snt&IS_LGC_S30=AND&IS_TAG_S31=spe&IS_LGC_S31=AND&IS_CND_S31=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S30=Article&IS_CND_S30=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S31=&IS_KEY_S40=true&IS_TAG_S40=has&IS_LGC_S40=AND
http://jairo.nii.ac.jp/db/sresult-en?DEF_XSL=eng&IS_KIND=IrportalSearch&IS_SCH=CSV&IS_STYLE=eng&IS_TYPE=csv&DB_ID=G0000004JAIRO&GRP_ID=G0000004&IS_START=1&IS_NUMBER=10&IS_KEY_S1=&IS_LGC_S1=AND&IS_TAG_S1=al&IS_TAG_S30=snt&IS_LGC_S30=AND&IS_TAG_S31=spe&IS_LGC_S31=AND&IS_CND_S31=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S30=Preprint&IS_CND_S30=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S31=&IS_KEY_S40=true&IS_TAG_S40=has&IS_LGC_S40=AND
http://jairo.nii.ac.jp/db/sresult-en?DEF_XSL=eng&IS_KIND=IrportalSearch&IS_SCH=CSV&IS_STYLE=eng&IS_TYPE=csv&DB_ID=G0000004JAIRO&GRP_ID=G0000004&IS_START=1&IS_NUMBER=10&IS_KEY_S1=&IS_LGC_S1=AND&IS_TAG_S1=al&IS_TAG_S30=snt&IS_LGC_S30=AND&IS_TAG_S31=spe&IS_LGC_S31=AND&IS_CND_S31=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S30=Learning%20Material&IS_CND_S30=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S31=&IS_KEY_S40=true&IS_TAG_S40=has&IS_LGC_S40=AND
http://jairo.nii.ac.jp/db/sresult-en?DEF_XSL=eng&IS_KIND=IrportalSearch&IS_SCH=CSV&IS_STYLE=eng&IS_TYPE=csv&DB_ID=G0000004JAIRO&GRP_ID=G0000004&IS_START=1&IS_NUMBER=10&IS_KEY_S1=&IS_LGC_S1=AND&IS_TAG_S1=al&IS_TAG_S30=snt&IS_LGC_S30=AND&IS_TAG_S31=spe&IS_LGC_S31=AND&IS_CND_S31=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S30=Data%20or%20Dataset&IS_CND_S30=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S31=&IS_KEY_S40=true&IS_TAG_S40=has&IS_LGC_S40=AND
http://jairo.nii.ac.jp/db/sresult-en?DEF_XSL=eng&IS_KIND=IrportalSearch&IS_SCH=CSV&IS_STYLE=eng&IS_TYPE=csv&DB_ID=G0000004JAIRO&GRP_ID=G0000004&IS_START=1&IS_NUMBER=10&IS_KEY_S1=&IS_LGC_S1=AND&IS_TAG_S1=al&IS_TAG_S30=snt&IS_LGC_S30=AND&IS_TAG_S31=spe&IS_LGC_S31=AND&IS_CND_S31=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S30=Software&IS_CND_S30=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S31=&IS_KEY_S40=true&IS_TAG_S40=has&IS_LGC_S40=AND
http://jairo.nii.ac.jp/db/sresult-en?DEF_XSL=eng&IS_KIND=IrportalSearch&IS_SCH=CSV&IS_STYLE=eng&IS_TYPE=csv&DB_ID=G0000004JAIRO&GRP_ID=G0000004&IS_START=1&IS_NUMBER=10&IS_KEY_S1=&IS_LGC_S1=AND&IS_TAG_S1=al&IS_TAG_S30=snt&IS_LGC_S30=AND&IS_TAG_S31=spe&IS_LGC_S31=AND&IS_CND_S31=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S30=Others&IS_CND_S30=ALL&IS_CHK_OR_S31=&IS_KEY_S40=true&IS_TAG_S40=has&IS_LGC_S40=AND


Characteristics of IR Content in Japan

• More than half are “Kiyo Ronbun (department bulletin 
papers)” 

• “Kiyo (Department bulletin)”
• Most authors are the department faculty members
• Edited and published by the department faculty
• Cost to publish is covered by the department
• Not for sale and small circulation
• Peer review is sometimes loose and articles in it are not so highly 

regarded (especially in natural sciences)

• Journal articles’ deposit rate is generally low 
• No green OA mandate

• PhD theses begin to increase due to MEXT†’s mandate
† Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science & Technology



MEXT’s open access mandate for  
PhD theses
• MEXT revised the decree and mandated open 

access to doctoral dissertations in March 2013
• The decree requires to publicize the entire thesis 

on the Internet within one year unless there is a 
special reason

• Theses are made publicly available through IRs of 
PhD awarding institutions

• National Diet Library (NDL) will harvest them from 
IRs (after Feb. 2015) and preserve them in 
electronic format



Support program of National 
Institute of Informatics (NII)(1)
• NII played a pivotal role in the growth of IRs 

entrusting various projects to selected institutions 
(2004-2012)

• IR construction projects
• 2004  The experimental project "Implementation of IR 

software" with 6 university libraries
• 2005  The pilot project "introduction and operation of 

IR" commissioned to 19 university libraries
• The full-fledged project: Construction and operation of 

IR. 57 university libraries in 2006, 70 in 2007



Support program of National 
Institute of Informatics (NII)(2)
• SCPJ (Society Copyright Policies in Japan)

• Japanese counterpart of the SHERPA/RoMEO

• ROAT (Repository Output Assessment Tool) 
• Standardized counting mechanism for downloads

• JAIRO† (Japanese Institutional Repositories Online)
• A portal to Japanese IRs similar to the OAIster 

• JAIRO† Cloud (2012- )                     †pronounced as “gyro”

• A SaaS type IR cloud service
• Utilized by many small institutions which lack budget 

and skills to build a repository on their own
• 60% of IRs in Japan are now on the JAIRO Cloud



NII Institutional Repositories 
Program homepage

JAIRO Cloud homepage (in Japanese)

Cl 
+, i) ·www.n11.6C.J')·1rp/~- ,::, 11 l\\, . " 
£1c;oo;t Adt,,tl"*(\i'IU) .:, ·~~ ~t'~~M M.J.~U Ci ~ .. ?' 

Nil Institutional Repositories Program 

1118" I N oW:t I Abo..rt Uc I Current IRQ I ProJocto I Evonto I Coc,nncnta 1 Contact 

I Aboot Us 

IJc.ooq,,e~ • hft'Q,;1'" '«191'~• • @lll"t2:r.l*'To;t;A 

~ ~ C e http<,;://(()mmu nlty.r~PO.Nl.(IC:.JP ~~~ .. = 

Unrv•1$itiu •nd NII joqntly work fol' voriovs 
:seholerly oont•l"I\$ \0 ~ehzo t"- ,,.xt s•ntl"tt~ 
scholarly content infrastructure institut ional 
reposrton&$ ere to $erve for eOQviring. organizing. 
prc,s.rving, and diss.minotin,a Sl.'Oh ,ohQle,rty 
informstion Thoy ar"e e set of services by 
academic institutions for their ecedemic • 2013/11/01 EJ Goo9't ~tr.uJ(tl'N) .a •~•M.f:I ~ Tt.""U'oit~M O"'IU·~St .Jl. ~pus~roto 'i :'.Vl;·s•::,;,-.: )S•STAA NU l\!:fi"Jm'!:liJ D f«i!()1~-? 

commvn.ti9$ to menag• end publish dig1tel contents t~y Ol"Nte 

I Current 18§ 

A lest of institulJOnal 
,..i»,itoriM in Jo1)41n 

I Contact "" ' 
j~~ Fo r inquiries or faedboo"-
1~ on N!l lnst1tut,onol 

Roi,os,toriH Progttm 

JA IR0 

,~ 
fl ey" tfl enti:usted pro,ect of IR 
... '"L!·· oromotion to m•ny 

Ul"IIV.,.,.\10$ 

I Events 

~ Event information about 
~ u"1St1t1,.1ttC>n•I rel)OS1torih 

1nJoP4'tn 

NU ®!Yic<rs w,11 be stoeP§:d d@ 
to syslem ma1nt<c1nanr~ 

• 2012/10/16 

to system ma1memn~ 

• 2012/07/26 
N!l lmt•tvtwa' 8-=oos,tone:s 
Progrem Ph:ai$9 2 Ro?poQ is 

~ 

~I~ ~)NMi)!'llu1W.,(tdWClrfflit 
ttutlCP! ,,.,.,.,, M !d2rnwte I Qtd:ecSs.tA ttrwoa,o I ttt:1-:A!matm .. ,........, k:*lr-,Hl'l lnfmto®e 

JIJ)3Mst 
tnstitUlii<>IUI 
Repositories 
Online 
Cloud 

111:IL!lllll'l'llll>ffli"(!l3, 'l 7 ~?,: 7WEKQ'!:,S- AfC 

lllfl'J:f-$1~ 0J0>$-ATl>lill~'i:tll. · llfftVC-•11iT. 

What's New Hni. 

•• 

o JAIRO CloudO)~~O>iUIH:7'J&,c:f1Jlfl~~l::OO ... 

JAIRO CloudO) "fli;O) i!lllt7' J~t ill Ill f~ :&!;:: ll<IT?; ;l!&Jl· Silitl l!.I~ 
JAIRO Cloud(.::Mt, 'C f,~;aO) ii!BJl· ~~~~ = g!ll.1!i11t IUI Iii 1tct,;r 

T. M1 g!il;Jc $.C.:JAIROCloud"O)~~~ttvn,o-l!lrA~~$.t.: 
~IIIJ .. 

0 ~ iiUet.i<i!Ut, !IIL.liR~ ~~'a:1:tlv. 20141F11J:l2 ... 

~ i!.~ll'i!i:h. El'L,iR~e't•:lc t! Iv. 2014 ~11.1! 21 s1:•J 1J -;:,.t.,,-L,f.: 
WEKO ver2.1.7f;;l!l)L,3;l., 'C, 2014~ 12 ,f.l ~ t- ~ JAIRO Cloud1J!~A,O) 
m.~.IJ<'ii1 7 t 1t,t.,;J'L,f;.:t'!!IH0;;.1tt ,r,1.,;r •. 

o JAIRO Cloudl;l;iE.1%1:::'*IIIL. -n '*'. 
JAIRO Cloud(;i: iE?1;(:: IUllL,H 11!'t. 

o l!lftfitffl~!ijf~ijrO);~)E~,;jil:::f=l!L '· J;.l "fO)c~tJ, 
JAi ... 

OO ll l~la~lll~ln<1.>):l:lEP.!~ t- 1n, l;J.l'O)til•J JAIRO Cloud't -t:: 
;:,.~-8/i~tH•lcl,;J:'t. ~,(l'O) WJMl;J. . JAIRO Cloud't ·HO) Web"'­

'./.IJ'll'1lc:htJ<rJ•J;t;. * 11?''h775'Jf"O)o, ;:,_71., IHifJ' 
,£ .. 

o JAIRO Cloud0)- $0)Jlijf ( a§.ffl!l!,!IO)•J;ft~t-•J ··· 

Er\Qlieh 

lillZ !~til'i'qil~il'f(Nll)t;r, 'l'lili 
24~1.lU •JJAIRO Cloud(~lll'J 
,it;; ~·J't - 1:: :,.)~ ,t )ljJ;IJ~L,;l: ,. 
~ 001.t mrs'J•J>tt'./e ·1~ rnr.:1.: 111 
lt!rTo !l!!IIIJ~:l'l1'.tt,, NIIM;t 

<1.>,i\!llll'J'tu e'J'/?e•, .. ;, 
WEKO~'°'-:,.c.::tll~L,l.;:.,:,.7 
.£..!JlJt~ltlllt.,a:,. 
:.,A'f.£..<1.>,i.•lel;.'f~l::r.;•J. :::i 

:,r:,·;,\,HiUl<l> 't'~,.,. El3 
i~c. l>i•H.:t~'l''t'T. 

o JAIRO Cloud~J..lllllll!l 

240800 
(J)J1iJCXt:J'>rtt. ll..1f;.IZ.1.1'0)1.J'-T. 
(2015'1/SlJ!l:t) 

l5l ! JAJ R0 

200llll~ii~ ! 



Digital Repository Federation (DRF)

• Launched as one of the projects supported by NII
• A membership organization which consists of some 

150 IRs in Japan
• A member of  the Confederation of Open Access 

Repositories (COAR)
• Promotes OA and IRs with grassroots effort
• Activities are now limited, because NII’s financial 

support for DRF ended in 2012



Institutional Repository Promotion 
Committee

• Established in 2013 under the cooperation between 
NII and university libraries

• Committee members consist of university library 
staff and some researchers

• Many of them are also core members of DRF
• 3 working groups

1. Content
2. International cooperation
3. Technical issues

• The committee and DRF, complementing with each 
other, begin to lead Japanese IRs



Conclusion

• IRs in Japan grew significantly from 2004 and the 
number exceeds 300 in 2014 (388 as of Jan. 2015)

• MEXT mandated open access to PhD theses 
through IRs in March 2013

• NII played a pivotal role in the growth of IRs with 
support for various projects and provision of JAIRO 
Cloud 

• DRF is a membership organization of Japanese IRs 
and promotes open access with grassroots effort 

• IR Promotion Committee was established in 2013
and begins to lead Japanese IR activities



Merci beaucoup!
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