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Perceived boundary of ‘differences’ and ‘sameness’ by Japanese students in Australia
: Is difference in cultures a significant variable for constructing interpersonal relationship?

KOYANAGI Shizu

Thirty-one Japanese undergraduate and postgraduate students in Australian universities participated in semi-structured interviews
to examine the interpersonal relationships between Japanese students and other nationalities in Australia, in particular, Australians
and other international students. It was found that the Japanese students tended to form closer relationships and feel more comfort-

”

able in communicating with other Asian students than Australians, and that many regard Asian students as “the same (in-group)

and Australians as “different (out-group)” . The research reveals a boundary perceived by Japanese students to identify Asian stu-
dents into “us” and Australians into “them” categories. The criteria of the boundary are: “non-native English speakers - native
English speakers” ; “Asians - Westerners” ; and “foreigners or international students - hosts” .

It has been widely held that the difficulties in cross-cultural relationships occur because of cultural distance. Japanese students in
Australia, however, did not find difficulties or cultural distance with Asian students, despite the fact that cultural distance between
Japanese and Asians in Japan is often reported. Therefore, this article proposes that cultural distance is strongly noticed when people
with different cultural backgrounds stand in a different position or group divided by the boundary, and that it is not remarkable when

they stand in the same position or group. The cultural difference is not a barrier to cross-cultural relationships, but the perception of

the boundary influences the relationships.

Key words : cultural boundary, Japanese students in Australia, interpersonal relationship
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