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Abstract

It is said that there were three political issues in the Opening Ceremony of the 2002
Salt Lake Winter Games, that is, the entrance of the world trade center. flag, the
promotion of national prestige by President Bush's opening declaration, and the
choice of "Miracle on Ice" for the final torch litter. It is fresh in our memory of the

CeremOny that the 2002 Salt Lake Game was colored with the nationalism and
patriotism of U.S.A. t

Moreover, there were other political and philosophical issues related with the opening
cultural shows performed by thg host city as the grandeur. Especially, the cultural and

symbolic meaning of the opening shows, `Light the Fire Within,' has
problematical and meaningful issues. For example, the symbolic meaning of the
'Fire' and 'Child of Light' and the situations of their appearance,
non'reconciliation performance with the native Americans and the'nostalgic
representation of the West era by white immigrants, showed the kind of conflicts
between the localism and internationalism related with the Olympic philosophy,
Olympism.

In this study, following issues are interpreted; what kind of messages were these
cultural shows tried to transmit? What kind of symbols does the 'Child of Light' have?
What is the meaning ofthe 'Fire Within'? What were the special positions ofthe fires?
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