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The Change of “The Booms of the Showa 30s”
From Kitsch to Ideologies

AOKI, Kumiko

Graduate School of Humanities, Tokyo Metropolitan University

The purpose of this paper is to analyze how “the
booms of the Showa 30s” has changed. “The Showa 30s
(1955-64)” has received media attention since the mid 1990s. The
media considers the era positively as it was special era when
people could have dreams despite their poverty. In this paper, I
focus on the changes in the ways to treat things and events in the
past.

For analyzing these changes, 1 use two categories;
fragmentation and conceptualization. “Fragmentation” is defined
as the attitude of someone in which they try to emphasize some
certain things and events in the past by taking them up from the
original contexts. “Kitsch” is used here to explain the way in
which an emotional attachment is put on the things and the events
in the past. “Conceptualization” is defined as to rearrange old
things and events in order to reconstruct specific past images. The
way of life in the past is often idealized, and it becomes
“ideological”, as it is politically treated as a new guideline for the
future.

I would argue that the way of treating things and events in
the past has changed as follows; firstly, “kitsch” was the
mainstream of the boom, as it only aroused nostalgias through
“fragmented” things and events, secondly the particular images of
that era was “conceptualized” as ideal, and finally, it was used as
“ideology”. The case of “the booms of the Showa 30s” shows the
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process of constructing our pasts.
Key words: the booms of the Showa 30s, kitsch, ideology
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