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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify how nurses assessed postoperative pain in patients
with schizophrenia.

The study using semi-structured interview was conducted on 9 nurses who have worked in
psychiatric wards for over 3 years and also in surgical wards. The transcribed data were analyzed
qualitatively.

Four categories emerged from 332 codes; A. Nurses’ attitude to perceive postoperative pain
in patients with schizophrenia including [suspecting the existence of postoperative pain]
and others, B. Observation items of postoperative pain in patients with schizophrenia including

[changes in hallucination and delusion] and others, C. Nurses’ judgments of perceiving
postoperative pain in patients with schizophrenia including [judgments in the case of no
linguistic expression of postoperative pain] and others, and D. Difficulties in perceiving
postoperative pain in patients with schizophrenia including [hesitation in nursing intervention
due to the difficulty of understanding postoperative pain] and others.

The study suggested that it is necessary for nurses to assess patients with schizophrenia
physically when signs of postoperative pain in patients with schizophrenia show disagreement
and to discuss the situation within staff nurses when they felt bewilderment and difficulties.

Keyword: patients with schizophrenia, postoperative pain, nurses, assessment
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