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Present Situation of Mass Consumption Society in
China
Case Study of Shenyang

JIANG Fenxiang

Graduate School of Humanities, Tokyo Metropolitan University

As shown in the mass consumption society consumption
society, the improvement of Chinese economy is obvious, and the
income of Chinese people was increased with the implement of the
socialistic market economy. Especially, the consumption of urban
residents accelerated. But the consumptive ways of urban
residents were different for the income and hierarchy. In this paper,
the consumption ways and characters of urban residents in
Shenyang were investigated via visiting and questionnaires.

Firstly, the author analyzed the generation and development
of Mass consumption society consumption in different times of
China: feudalistic society, modern society, the beginning of the
PRC and the innovation time, using the economy glowing stage
theory of Rostow, W. W. in ‘The stages in economy glowing’.

Then the author investigated the urban residents in the top,
middle and bottom hierarchy in Shenyang, and analyzed the
difference among the three levels hierarchy in consumption via the
detailed rate and changing in income, outcome, foods, clothes and
durable goods. Briefly, the urban residents in Shenyang have got
into the common mass consumption society regarding the durable
goods like television and washing machine, and the consumption
for the top urban residents with high income increased a lot in
foods and clothes. But the improvement in consumption for

bottom urban residents with low income could be ignored.
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Additionally, the consumption views of urban residents were
various due to their income and hierarchy.

Keywords: Chinese economy glowing, mass consumption
society, hierarchy.
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