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Abstract

The revision of the Local Tax Law facilitated the formulation and implementation of original local taxes by local
governments. Accordingly, some prefectures began to impose taxes for the conservation of forests and riverheads (hereafter
referred to as Forest Conservation Taxes).

We sent questionnaires pertaining to the conditions of the forests and the Forest Conservation Tax to 47 prefectures. The
questionnaires comprised questions related to forest area, the tax system, the manner in which revenue was spent, disclosure of
information, and so on.

On the basis of the replies to the questionnaires, we analyzed an ideal constitution of the Forest Conservation Taxes. We
suggested the imposition of taxes for specific purposes on the basis of the amount of water use, including downstream areas,
and suggest that tax revenues be appropriated for the conservation of riverhead forests.
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