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Abstract

Sustainable development combines three basic goals social justice, economic development and environmental protection. A
series of laws has tried and introduced sustainable goals in French urban planning since 30 years. The most important, by far, is
the SRU Law (2000). It tries and increases the role of public transportation and of the bicycle in big cities. It fights air pollution,
imposes a 20% threshold of cheap Social Housing and creates a global Scheme (SCOT) in order to insure the coherence of the
many local plans. The main problem, however, remains the conflicts of interest between the national State, on one side, which
perceives, through taxes, almost half of the national wealth and transfers a large portion of it to remote rural regions with low
productivity and, on the other side, the big urban agglomerations, which produce most of the national wealth but lack resources
for their necessary equipments.
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