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The Occurrences of Infectious Diseases Following Natural Great Disaster in Relation with
Drastic Decrease of Public Health Level: The Importance to Keep Safety of Drinking Water
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Abstract

Following natural great disasters, the risk of the occurrence of infectious diseases as a collateral damage will
become high. The drastic decrease of public health level is regarded to be the major risk factor. Especially one of the
major one will be the decrease of sanitary condition of drinking water. In this report, we show the actual conditions
of the occurrences of infectious diseases such as, Hanshin-Awaji earthquake, Sumatra earthquake/tsunami, and
hurricane Katrina and so on. In addition, we show the results of bacterial survey of drinking water taken from wells
for emergency use in Itabashi ward, Tokyo and the samples of mountainous lands of Western end—part of Java Island,
Indonesia. Synthetically with those above information, the importance of the safety of drinking water to minimize or
prevention of infectious diseases will be discussed.
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