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A Survey on the Level of Containment for Infectious Microorganisms at Hospitals and
Biomedical Facilities in Tokyo in Case of Urban Great Disaster
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Abstract

As a characteristic of Tokyo, there are many hospitals that provide treatment to patients with infectious diseases, as
well as many biomedical research institutes. Among these facilities, various infectious microorganisms are used
routinely for medical diagnosis or for research purposes. In general, strict physical and biological containment
principles are applied when dealing with these infectious microorganisms. Such strict containment level should be
applied not only in usual situations but also in case of urban great disasters. We studied the actual containment level of
infectious microorganisms among 822 facilities (639 hospitals, 58 research facilities of 40 universities, 23 national and
public institutes, 25 commercial medical laboratories, and 77 public domestic health institutes as a reference).
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