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Basic Issues on Damage Reduction and Recovery Strategy against “Super Urban Disaster”
of Earthquake Occurred in Tokyo Metropolitan Region
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Abstract

Ministry of education and science announced that the probability of the earthquake of Magnitude 7 level which
occurred beneath Tokyo metropolitan region is 70% within the next three decades, and that several earthquakes of
Magnitude 7 level or more shall occur in the next one hundred and half years. For not only implementation of
damage reduction measures and preparedness of post-disaster mitigation but also recovery and reconstruction
measures, the scenario-making and damage estimation researches of the next Tokyo earthquake disaster were
conducted by National Cabinet and by Tokyo Metropolitan Government. According to these researches, the volume
of damages of this earthquake may be reached six or eight times of the 1995 Hanshin-awaji Earthquake in Kobe. In
addition, the disturbance of central function as Capital city in Japan is apprehensive. How can we reduce a huge
volume of damage? How can we get a continuity of central functions such as national government and economic
activities? The author presents the directions of countermeasures against this “Next Big One”.
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