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Development of an Eco-Tour to Promote Understanding of Desertification
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Abstract

The Japanese people are said to have limited interest in the
problem of desertification. The objective of his study was to
develop an eco-tour and teaching aids concerning
desertification to raise their interest in and give them a
deeper understanding of the desertification problem. We
conducted, in 2008 and 2009, literature research and field
survey in Niger, West Africa and succeeded in organizing an
eco-tour and producing a guidebook and promotional DVD
as the teaching aids. In the eco-tour, tour participants will
take part in the research activities for developing an
agricultural practice against desertification and in the
biological researches on the animals affected by
desertification, observe the countermeasures implemented
by the government of Niger, experience life in Niger, and
discuss desertification problem with the stakeholders in
Niger. We evaluated the educational effectiveness of the
guidebook and promotional DVD and showed that the
teaching aids can raise subject’s interest in and give them a
deeper understanding of the desertification problem, if they
are originally interested in the global environmental
problems. In the future study, we will evaluate the

educational effectiveness of the eco-tour we planned.
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