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Development of Small Scale Gercamp Tourism within Mongolia and its
Relevance on

Regional Activation; A Case Study of Ugiinuur District, Arkhangai

Province

The public department on tourism has privatised in 1990 when
Mongolia was transferred to market economy at the end of 1989. It was
considered to renew Mongolian traditional culture as nomadic life in
terms of tourism product. Particularly, tourism form in ger camp has
been developed and program to introduce nomadic life style has raised
much attention. The primary goal of this study is to consider fully
different form and current image of ger camps in Mongolia. The second
aim is to clarify that how herder’s life is connected to small scale

tourist ger camp which is the most hopeful to develop the region.

Before 1990 only three ger camp was operating in Mongolia. With the
transition to market economy state owned tourist places are privatised
and then many private tourist companies are established and tourism in
Mongolia has rapidly developed. In connection with this, number of
foreign tourist visitors has reached approximately 490 thousand in

2007 and ger camps are increased as over 300 in 2008.

In 2010 according to distribution of ger tourist camps that are
operating in Mongolia, the most ger camps are near Ulaanbaatar and Tuv
province mainly. Next many ger camps are in Khuvsgul and Arkhangai
provinces. According to size of ger tourist camps, small scale ger
tourist camp with less 10 gers has 52% of total ger tourist camps,
medium scale ger tourist camp consisting of 11 to 30 gers has 38% and
large scale of ger tourist camp consisting of over 31 gers has 10% of
total ger tourist camps. In other words, small scale of ger camp is
dominating among ger camps.A small scale ger tourist camp consisting
of less than 10 gers is operating their activities in a ger same as
local nomads live. This kind of ger is easy to move and settle down
compare to medium and large scale ger camps. Also tourists can help to
move and settle down gers. Also in small scale ger tourist camp, it
has opportunity to learn from herder’s life and a tourist can

communicate with local herders directly. Accordingly a tourism program



which enables an opportunity to introduce nomadic life style on site
is a specific feature of small scale ger camp. Therefore, in order to
make a precise study on development of a small scale ger camp within
Mongolia and how it is connected with nomads, a study is conducted in
ger tourist camp of Ugiinuur district of Arkhangai province as taken

an example of small scale ger tourist camp.

As a result of this study it is known that a small scale ger tourist
camp in Ugiinuur of Arkhangai province is different from medium and
larger scale ger tourist camps that are commonly based on tourism
products of resort and vacation centre and tourists are attracted by
its program based on nomad’s life culture and regional local
products both in nature and culture. In other words, many tourists
have been greatly attracted by small scale ger tourist camp s program
that includes nature beauty of specific place and introduction of
herder’ s daily work such as horse riding, dairy product processing and
household labour. A small scale ger tourist camp of Ugiinuur is
located together with nomadic people’ s summer camp. Therefore, it has
an opportunity to be introduced by nomad’s life style on site. Also
nomads who travel frequently due to grassland distribution keep a
strong habit to protect nature and environment. Therefore,
environmental use of small scale ger tourist camp is different from
hotel and medium and larger scale ger tourist camps. The reason is
that other scale ger tourist camps change environment and have an
effect on nature. On the other hand, a small scale ger tourist camp is
spread in steppe and it makes herder’s house as its place for
overnight. Gers of small scale ger tourist camp are dismantled in
winter season. Thus, it leaves place as its pristine nature. It deeply
connects life style of living. For small scale of ger tourist camp,
ger is not kept in one place longer in order to protect nature and
grass. Therefore, small scale ger tourist camp protects nature by
moving from one place to another in routine. This awareness of
protecting nature is for educating tourists as well as it is one of
great advantages of ger tourist camp. Also it is important that this
ger tourist camp is an income source by making nomad’ s life culture as
tourism products. It shows that herders can get different source of

income other than livestock farming by participating in activities of



ger tourist camp. In order words, small scale ger tourist camp is
financially more productive for regional herders rather than medium
and larger scale of ger tourist camps and it is certain by the study

that it contributes a lot to develop the region.

As mentioned above, an example of small scale ger tourist camp
located near Ugiinuur of Arkhangai province shows that tourism of
small scale ger tourist camp 1is possible to be a basic model of
tourism in Mongolia to develop regional economy and society while it
preserves nature and ecology and nomadic herder’s 1life culture.
Furthermore, this study determined that 1living standard of nomadic
herders will be increased and such traditional culture can be
preserved by developing small scale ger tourist camp based on nature

ecology and herder’s living culture in everywhere.
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