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Chinese Immigrant Women as Autonomous Agent
A Life History Study with Accompanying Wives in Family of
Chinese Professional Immigrant Living in Japan

WANG Yan

Graduate School of Humanities, Tokyo Metropolitan University

Recently in host societies, the so-called “housewifization”
phenomenon of accompanying wives in the family of professional
immigrant has attracted attention of scholars. In respect of this
social phenomenon, many researches in extant literature have
relied on structural explanations. However in this article adopting
a new perspective emphasizing “change or keep” of independent
consciousness of these Chinese female immigrant, we extend
understanding of such phenomenon and beyond by a life history
study with accompanying women in family of professional
immigrant living in Japan.

The paradigm that social structure determines immigration
experience still flourishes in extant literature, overlooking the
significance of female’s self awareness and autonomy. After
debate these structural considerations in extant literature, we argue
that it is important for the literature to adopt new gender
perspective addressing independent consciousness of Chinese
women in contemporary China.

Before undertake the life history study to develop hypothesis,
we briefly review the process of formalization of female
independent consciousness in contemporary China, then argue that
this independent consciousness consisting of work consciousness,
household duties sharing, and social contribution awareness, is an

autonomous subject. Then we propose the hypothesis that Chinese
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immigrant women’ independent consciousness changes or keeps,
and demonstrate it by a comprehensive life history study.

The main conclusions include that, there is little changes in
work consciousness, whereas in household duties sharing changes
occur to some degree; moreover, despite the existence of obstacles
and difficulties from social factors in host society environment,
immigrant women’s positive intentions and attempts to accomplish
social roles in host society, implies the fervent social contribution
awareness still hold.
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