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Changing Meanings of the Term "freeter"
In Japanese Mass Media 1988-2004.

NIITA Noriko
Graduate School of Humanities, Tokyo Metropolitan University

The Japanese term "freeter" was coined in 1987 to
indicate an alternative work-life-style among youth who were
discontent with dehumanizing aspects of modern industrial society.
But 20 years after that, the meanings of the term freeter are
changed. Today, this term is tightly associated with social
problems of yoﬁng precarious worker, i,e, poverty, apathy, and
growing national costs to support them. ’

This paper investigates how this change occurred in the
mass media. Analyzing the Asahi-Newspaper from 1988 to 2004, I
found that the change consists of five phases. 1) 1988-1992:
Freeter means "new lifestyle" among the youth. 2) 1992-1993:
Freeter means the short-term part-time worker who is often
sacrificed to protect full-time workers' employment. 3)
1994-1998: Freeter means the person who does not want to be a
full-time worker, or who totally refuses to participate in
employment. 4) 1998-2004: Freeter means the person who may
ruin our society and domestic economy. 5) 2004-: a part of freeter
is re-categorized as "NEET".

Key words: freeter, NEET, the social problems of young
precarious worker |
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